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. thee the Defire of thine Eyes with a 
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| E are met together upon an O- 
caſion, which exemplifies moſt 

YT of my Text in Fact; and ſpeaks 
lows to all of us, as well as to 3 who 
moſt feel the Sbar neſs of this Providence; 
the wiſe and bleſſed God has executed on 
a Goſpel · Prophet that ſudden Breach which 


he here denounceth between Reetiel and . 


. Wite. 


: We have in this eh n 5 


1d. a Preface, Son of Man, be hold. Lal 

II. The Providence whereby he is eue. 
erois d, I tale away the Deſire of thing 
Eyes with 4 Stroke. . 

Ws * Charge as to his Behaviour under 


it, Tet Halt thou neither mourn non neee wy N 
Wich tho peculiar to the Prophet, s 
to its Extent, yet . Rigs ny us ME 
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A Funeral-Sermon. 


I. A Preface, Son of Man, behold ; wher e 
I ſhall conſider both, 1. Son of Man; and, 
2. The Import of the Word Behold. This 
Son of Man falls under a twofold Conſide- 
1. Son of Man, as a meer Deſignation of 
the holy Prophet Ezekiel, q. 4. Ezekiel 
my Prophet whom I have called by Of- 
& fice to tranſad in my Name with this 
People, towards thee II] exert my Sove- 
& reiguty; and tho thou art faithful, yet 
“ for my People's Inſtruction, PII take a- 
© way thy Wife with a Stroke; that by 
* this Breach, and thy Behaviour under 
it, they may be convinc'd, that I'll not 
. fpare them in what they account moſt 
“ delirable, but my Judgmeats ſhall make 
6 hatte, and fill them with ſuch Amaze- 
ment, as ſhall prevent the outward 
* Tokens of Sorrow, yea, overwhelm 
« them in a confus'd Stupefaction. You 
find it ſo apply'd and explain'd, ver. 21, 
22, 23. Bebold, I will profane my Sanctuary, 
the Excellency of your Strength, the Deſire of 
Jour Eyes, and that which your Soul pittieth ; 
and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall fall by 
whe Sword, and you ſhall not mourn or. weep, 
but you ſhall pine away for your Iniquities. 
1 © Obſery. Neither Sacred Offices nor real! 
Holineſs exempt Men from the Lofs off 
b + . : r | thoſe 55 
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eſteem. 


eth Sarah; and Aaron beholds his Sons re- Lev. to. 


Their Grace ſecures not Riches, Credit, 


greater things by a more certain 
than they can pretend to I emporals. Yet 


For, 
forts- 


2 and God remark'd his Folly by their Death, 13. 


to warn others from the like Connuance 
at Children's Faults. 


ken away, which was not abus'd before- 
hand as an Occafion of Sin, or not fruit- 
fully us d by due Improvement? There 
are in the holieſt Miniſters ſuch Remains 
of Corruption, as may betray them into 
1 W Forfeitures as God beholds, and their 
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* A Funeral -Sermon, 


thoſe outward Comforts, which they moſt 


Here Exeſiel, a holy Prophet, is bereav'd 
of the Deſire of his 3 Abraham bury- 


mov d by a ſurprizing Stroke. David cannot ?. 

preſerve his over. valud Abſolom, nor Job 

his Children, tho he fer d Sacrifices for them Job 1 1.5; 

Day by Day. Calamities in this Life are *s- 

not peculiar to the Wicked, nor are Saints 

exempted from Poverty, Reproach, Sick- 

neſs, Widowhood, or dying Childleſs 1 

Health, Wife, or Children ; they. hoe. 
enure, | 


theſe are not remov 'd without a Realon ; - 
1 R. The beſt may forfeit cheis Com- 


Eli by ſinful Indulgence loſt his Seng: Sains 3. 
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What has God ta- 
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own aber in time ſhall charge them 
with, tho others do not perceive them. 
Who then muſt not grant, that they who 
are capable of forfeiting their choiceſt En- 


joy ments, may well account them loſeable, 
and find them ſo? 


2 R. The beſt may need the Removal 


r their deareſt Comforts. When the 


Caſe is ſo, the better a Man is, the more 
certain is the Loſs; for his Intereſt in God's 
Covenant aſſures him of what is neceſſary 


to bring him ſafe to Heaven: On this . 
| Flarg.75.count David faith, in ver Faithfilneſs thou 


Lal, Micted me. 

This Neceſſity becomes more rathifelt, 
wiken our Enjoyments have proved aSnare 
to us, even Wife and Children oft prove 
thus, by alienating our Affections from 
God, or abating our bountiful Diſpofition 
to the Poor, or re our. Minds di- 
* tracted, in "God's Warſhip, and apter to 

cee it; or making us more covetaus; 
ackward to leave this World, or leſs 
for ward to expoſè our ſelves for the Cauſe 
of Chriſt. Other Bleffings become an Oc- 
caſion of Sin to us, a8 Riches, Health and 
Honour, when we grow proud, vain, ſe- 
cure, too much pleas d with things ſenſchle, 
and forgetfulof Death, and eternal thiags. 
Mons this is the Fruit of our Comforts, * 
iy | * 


A Funeral S nen. 


* pre us of chow be the axial" 
Means (as commonl nw it is ſo) of healing 
our Diſtempers, and recovering us to a 
better Frame; the Loſs of them is a bes 
neficial Mercy, and their Continuanes 
would be a Judgment. 
There may be equal wy that a Com. 
fort be removed, tho we ſhall not fully 
perceive it, perhaps before it's diſeovered 
by the Light of another World, So it is 
when God prevents that Evil which he 
foreſaw would attend the Continuance of 
what we defired, or prepares us by the 
Loss of it, for ſome future eminent Serviet; 
. great Suffering, or ſingular Benefit. Here: 
e fin God's infallible Foreſight provides a-* 
e Fgainft our Wants, before we are ſenſible 
n fofthem. - 
n | 3 R. The Relations of the holieſt reti 
ons are fading and mortal. All Fleſh is Graſs; 


4 


o uni withereth away as the Flower here 40. 4 
5; [Departed Relations were not only under Hieb. 9. 27. 
s [the Senteme of Death, which would force | 
e chem to die in time; but they have oft 

- fin them the Seeds of an early Death. 

x When it's fo, their Days cannot be pro- 

;= anged to old Age without a Miracle; and 

, has che greateſt Saint a Right to expect 

S. Miracles, or the Faith which was pro 

1 J them! 7 The rat bs, that God will 

if 
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Plat411 with-bold mo good thing from him who walketi 


_ #prightly. But not that the ſame thing is | 

alway good, or that it ſhall be alway con · 

_ a” tinued, when it is tranſitory in its Va- 
ture. £5 41913 7184 0 
| 28 4 R. The Inhabitants of this: World, J 
| | however good, are liable to ſhare in ſome ; 
: Calamities; by which God witneſſeth a- 5 
; gainſt the Apoſtacy of Mankind. 1 


All are the Race of fallen Man, and as 6 
Job-14.1. lach, 7e ef few Dohr, and full of Troll 
The holy God has left ſome Marks of A 

Difſlike upon the very Earth, the Brute, p 
and all Mankind. Tho Behevers are par- 
doned as to deſtructive Puniihments, yet 

Remains of Sin, Death, uncertain En- 
joyment of preſent good Things, want 

of ſolid Satisfaction therein, and many o- 
ther Afflict ions, are ſome of the Trouble, 
Job. g. 7. they are as naturally born to, 486 4 Spark 

lies upwards ; and the beſt not exempted 

-. whiles they are Pilgrims. | This Stage of 

Sin {hall not be totally free from Sorron, 

nor that appear a Heaven, before a Confla- 

gration, which join'd with Hell in a re- 

bellious Revolt. The moſt aſſured Saint 

muſt. be remov'd to heavenly Places, be- 

fore all Tears ſhall be wiped away from his Eyes. 
Inf. 1. We ought to cenſure none as 

wicked, becauſe bereaved of the moſt de- 
ſirable common Bleſſings. Whaß 


for out ward Troubles, that the greateſt 
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A Funeral-Sermon. 


What a graceleſs Man may enjoy with 
God's Hatred, another may loſe, and yet 
abide in God's Favour. Yea that may be 
taken away flom a good Man in Mercy, 
which is continued to another Man in 
Judgment. Job was rather tried than 
zuniſhed, and yet was ſtripp'd of all his 
Adate, Children, and Health; neverthe- 


leſs his Friends are blamed as greatly cen- Job. 42.72 


ſorious, for ſuſpecting his Integrity, becauſe 
ſo remarkably diſtreſs'd; yea, tho his 
Anguiſh extorted many indecent Com- 
plants. Wer FILL 
Sometimes God's Puniſhments upon a 
Man are in ſuch bright Characters, that prat. 64: 
we. conſider not his Doings wiſely, if we read 7: 9+ 
not that Man's Offence. But they raſhly 
pretend to ſtand in God's Cabinet, who 

by out ward Calamities judge of any Man's 
State. Such Cyz:icks would be more cruel 

to poor Lazarus, than the Dogs who lick d 
his Sores; and if they know any Faults 

by themſelves, I would have them conſi- 
der, that the /ea#t Sin is a ſurer Sign, than 
the greare# Affliction, that any Man is 
wicked. . Mu 
Inf. 2. The be# Men ſhould ſo prepare 


may not /arprize them. As you have ſpi- 
ritual Enemies, that call you alway to be 
ws - | armed, 
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red, ſo you are obnoxious (o man) 
worldly Troubles, any of which will be 


apt to ſink you, if you provide not before 


- hand to bear it. I exhort you not to an 


ticipate Afflictions for needleſs Torment, 
but ſo to reckon on your common Lot, as 
to be weaned from what you over - value, 
to be more entirely reſigned to God's Will, 
to live more by Faith on Chri#, and things 
above; to be better ſtock'd with Faith 
Humility, Self-denial and Patience, and 
with ſuch Goſpel-Conſiderations, as con- 
tribute to a fixed Sedateneſs and Serenity of 
Mind. What the Goſpel- Covenant docs 
not preſerve you from, it's Chriſtian Pru- 
dence to be fitted to endure; and what it 
promiſeth not to continue, a Prepared. 
3 to quit it will make the Loſs more 


A: 2 Ob: God's Miniſters oft ſuffer for the 
Peoples Inſtruction; wer. 24. we read, 
Ezekiel is unto you 4 fign: He endured this 
fore Loſs for their Warning. God has a 
| fovereign Right to ule his Creatures for his 
Purpales, as far as is compenſated by the 
Being he gave them, and continues; (he 


. is too good and juſt to exceed this, except 


as 4 Judge againſt Delinquents) in that 


A 19: Senſe al are his Were for r ef is univer | 
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promiſed Benefits, are ſtill more obliged 
to devote themſelves to him; and ſhould 
they murmur at his Diſpoſals, they bring 
the Sincerity of their Dedication under 
doubt, and expreſs a Contempt of the 


pect, or elſe would unjuſtly hope for em. 
Miniſters are choſen by God in a ſpeci- 
al manner, and in accepting the Office to 
which he calls them, they conſent: that 
he ſhould ſerve himſelf of them, by warn- 
ing and directing others as he appoints, 
and delivering his Mind, whatever it 
may expoſe them to: And. as they are 
to ſuffer Perſecution from Men, for pub- 
Inhing his Truth; ſo upon the ſame rea: 
ſon, they muſt conſent to bear ſuch AMi- 
„I tions by God's: Hand, as he knows will 
the || enforce. his Truth, and make them moſt 
efteQtual to thoſe. among whom they are 
employ' d. Moreover, what of that 


more convincing, both becauſe they ought 

de more innocent; and being conſecra- 
ted to Cod in a ſpeczat manner, hat he 
us on ther, is a greater Signification of 
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ſuper · abundant Bleſſings which they ex- 


kind is inflicted on his Miniſters, is the 
likelier Warning to mn, becauſe they are 
more noted as publice Perſons ; and the 


any... His peculiar People by antecedent and 
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appoints them to tranſact with and repre- 
A f lr 
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_ Exh, 1. Let People learn te profit by the 
afflictive Providences of God towards their 
Miniſters. . 851 
Their Sickneſs, their fiewal Lofs of Rela- 
tions, &c. are deſigned for your Benefit, 
as well as their Doctrine. Iſrael had pre. 
vented the ſeverer Strokes of God upon 
themſelves, if they had received Inſtru- 
ction by the Calamity on Ezekiel, in this 
Death of his Wife. As God gave in St. 
Paul a Pattern of his Lone-ſuffering, to en- 
courage all that ſhould believe; ſo he gives 
in all his afflicted Miniſters an Example, 


to awaken all that provoke him by their 


Tranſgreſſions. Judgments oft begin with 
his Prophets, to inforce their Miniſtry. 
May you be excited to reform by God's 


taking away your Miniſter's Wife with a 


Stroke, leaſt he remove what's moſt de- 
ſirable in your Eyes, and ſmite you in 
what will be moſt afflictive. God by 
Trials and Temptations fitteth us to 
preach, ſo by them you ſhould be more 
enelined to benefit by hearing. 
2. But the Term, Son of Man; beſides 
a Delignation of Ezekie/s Perſon, may be 


intended as an Expreſſion to keep him hum- 
bs under his eminent Revelations. As no 


1 „„ 
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A Funeral-Sermon. 
Prophets had ſo many and = 
iſions as he; ſo no Prophet is ſo oft 


ſpoken to under this Title, Sor of Man. 
O. 3. God is pleas'd to uſe fit Methods 


Ito keep his privileg d Servants humble. 


1s Ezekiel favour'd with more abundant 
Viſions than others? The wiſe God minds 
him of his /ow Original, calling him, Son 
Man ſo frequently: I think ſcarce a 
Chapter without that Appellation: 
9.4. * Tho I am thus familiar with thee, 
© be not high minded; for thou art not 
*.of a ſublimer Nature, or better De- 
© ſcent than thy Fellow - Creatures, who. 
«are not.ſo entruſted, Thou art made of 
„Earth, thou wer't born in Sin, and 
A muſt ſhortly die as well as others. It's 
« my -:Condeſceation, not thy Merit, 
* that thou art thus privileged : Thou 
« art hut that Worm, Man, tho thus CON», Job 25: 6. 
* yerlagt with Ang els, therefore be not 
elated in thy Opinion of thy ſelf, nor 
© unthankful for this undeſer ved Privi- 
* lege, nor deſpiſe thou others. 
"Shall Jacob prevail in his Wreſtlings. wa * 1 
God! He, muſt go lame by a, Touch that 
lisjoints bis. Thies, leaſt he ſhould aſcribe 
It to his greater Strength · And a Thorn in 2 Cor. 12. 
be: Fleſh; the | Meſſenger of Satan is gi- 7- 
ven to b duftet F leaſt he ſhould be 
13 2 exalted 


— — 
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tz Ave meaſure mec the abundance of 


Revelations. 

Exh. Improve all the Methods Sed take 
to keep y ou humble, under your Advantages, 
God: confers our Frame; and therefore as he 
withcholds not ſuch Gifts and Encourage 
ments' as are proportion'd: to our Employs 


Job33.17- and Difficalties, ſo he hides: Pride "in 


Man, and takes care to prevent our being 
puffed up by our Advaiitages:" Peculiarly 
eminent Favours, Gifts, or Sucteſs, art 
very Ytifual Fore-runyers of ſome ſharp Ex- 
erciſes. God, who fees our Inclinations 
fo Pride, rakes ſuchl Humbling ways to 
obviate our Abuſe of- his Talents. Not 
ſhould” it be thought needleſs as to 1. 
when God faw thoſe ways meet to be ta 
ken with fuch eminent Saints, as Jacob, 
Exeliel; and Paul. In them we ſee that 
neither ſtrong Graces nor the folieſt Of 
fices jet Men beyond the Uſefulneſs 0 
humbling Cautions; therefore let not u 
eſttem them uſeleſs, nor malte łhem {0 
but quietly ſubgür, and carefully anſwet 
God's end, by ſubduing « gan road Thoughn 
keeping lowly and humble” under all o 
Attainments, and 9 of out ſelyes 
- kf theſe become a Gnaree. 


e Behold ; Son of: Jug behola'; i. e 
AED at 
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2. 1 go on to the ſecond part ofiths Pre | 
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eing Edge to his Rebukes. ' Neverthalaſh 


re gardleſs and unatrentive.to God's Warne 


, 


deepelt, and abide longeſt, as the Surpri - 


to learn and dom phy, that God dees Reaſou 
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attend and conſider what Viay, and what 
perform; it deſerves Attention, for it 

is: certain, it's fit, tho it's alſo ſtrange 3 
Mark well, and lay it to Heart. i271 |CLBzek 44-5 f 
ill! ſhall not further albania this, than 
to mind you; that to diſregard the Word ] 
o Works of God, is a ä of his Sa- 3. 
ered Majeſty ; and to deſpiſe his. Chaſtiſe - 1 
ments is the way to Wr us under ſeve- Prov. 11. 
rer Diſtreſſes, as well as to render thoſe 
uihich we feel wzproficuble. Moreover, we 

are eſpecially to take Notice f chat in eve- 

ry. Providence, which moſt tends to excite 

dur Compliance with the Deſign and 

Voice of God therein, d. Whatever in 

the Providence ix fitteſt to alarm, ſtrike 


ling Saddenneſ: of a Relation's: Death, or 
the like; for by ſuch things God puts an 
Aale on his Inſtructions, aud a petietndy 


. 
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we may obſerve, that we art naturally ſo 
wuattemive, ſo apt to miſtake, See 
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to ery to a holy Prophet, wunder this moſt 
awakening Providence, Beholi; Son of 
Man, behold,” How much more Cauſe 
have e 0 tale heed, that we be not 
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ings and Diſpenſations. This leads me to 
thetſcond General Head. f II. 
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II. The Providence whereby Ezekiel is 
exercis'd: Itate away from thee the Deſire 
of thine Eyes with a Stroke. Tt is, 1. A dark 


Diſpenſation. 2. Avery awful Diſpenſation. 


—_— 


1. A very dart Diſpenſation till God un- 
riddled it. The Prophet might ask, as 


the People did, v. 19. Milt thos not tell us, 


what theſe things are to us, that thou doeſt ſo? 


1 von — | . 
Such a Breach on thy Servant who is 


E:fairhfully: diſcharging his Truſt, and do- 
ing thy Work.: Such a Wound made in 
* the moſt tender Part, and yet all Marks 
of Sorrow forbidden. My Wife to be 


** mourn ! it was a perplexing Matter at 
6 ficſt View, but God explains the whole, 
ver. 21. tothe 27th; and then it was 
very conſiſtent, and eaſily accounted 


4 for. It's A propberick Emblem, to enforce 


that Meſſage; for the Succeſs of which, 
Erelict was by Office to do and bear the 
utmoſt; and who, from his Love to 1/r ael, 


was willing to have them reclaimed, tho 


by a Method ſoMictive to himſelf... | - 


40½/ The darteſt Diſpenſation in due 
time will appear to be Wiſe and juſt, ' yea, 
and gracious towards all ho are upright. 


At preſent, Clouds and Darbneſs are round 
ulout our God, yet ſtill Righteouſneſs: and 
Judgment. art the Habitation his Throne. 
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This Saints believe, when God's Dealings 


are moſt obſcure, and they leaſt able to 
ſolve their Difficulties. The Providences 

of God were ſuch, as Jeremiah thought 

he might plead with God about their Ir- 
reconcileableneſs with, and ſceming Con- 


tradiction to his Juſtice; yet before he 


will begin his Plea, he fixeth on this Con- 
eluſion, Righteous art thou, O Lord. er. 12. 1 
Oft in this World good Men come to 
perceive, that what for ſome time ſtag- 
ger'd them, was very amiable, and beſt 
contriv'd for happy Fruits; and they have 
bleſſed God for that as a great Mercy, 
which they long complain'd of as the 10. > 
reſt Judgment. Poor Jacob lived to ſee that Gen. 42. 
his Joſeph, whom he lamented as dead, ** 
was only ſent to keep his whole Family 
alive, and,thoſe all things which were againſt 
him, were but preparatory to the Embraces 
of that beſt beloved Son. David was ſo 
confounded at the Wicked's Proſperity, 
when himſelf was plagued and chaſten d eve- 
ry Morning, that he almoſt judg'd Religion 
and Innocence made his Caſe rather worſe 
than better; but he lives to ſee ſuch Wile 
dom, Equity and Kindneſs in thoſe Me- 
thods of Providence, as to atteſt, Truly 
God is good to Iſrael, to: ſuch as are 2 4 clean 
Heart; and to confeſs, I was as a My at 
> 1775 Þ _ 
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0 thee föpceder n it, and much 
more for aſperſing God's De ere 
might have e ſooner. underſtood the Reaſon 
of chem. 

Eurbort. Be Sd God orders all chings 
wal and that you ſhall underſtand how” it 
is ſo, in 3 now appears /eaft probable. 
1. Vou aught now to conclude ſo concern- 
ing J 's moſt ſevere or intricate; how 
car you do other wiſe without denying. a 
Providence, or «ſperſing the Perfections of 
God, whois the Arbirec of it? But tho 
x acquieſce now in his ſteering the Helm 

his dark Retirements, let Chriſt's An- 
{wer to Peter add to your Satisfaction, 


bu 7. What 1 do thou "Enoweſt not nom, but thou 


Halt know hereafter, in this World as far a8 
neceſſary, but be ſure fully in the other 
World. What ſeem'd here moſt: hideous, 
tetrible, and unaccountable, Will there-af- 


ford: Matter of the higheſt Praiſe and al- 
1580 ſecting Admiration. | 
7070 2. It was a very, awful 


. F GJ 
Dilpe . 1 
tat away the Deſire * ras g — with 4 


Harne. 2 8 „nt 


I ſhall repreſent i it ina ſhort gong 


upon the ſeveral Parts, which are placd 
Fe Sreps of Aggravation.  -  \} itn; | 
1. , Itchy God, whole favour a ou molt 


Nader, wile Anger thou moſt dreadeſt, 


A 3 


. 
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way in the midſt of your mutual Satisfa- 
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whoſe Power is irreſiſtible; 1, from whom 
thou lookeſt for kind Dealings, relyeſt on 
for all Benefits, and from whom alone 
thou expecteſt Relief in all Troubles, up- 
on thy Addreſſes to me. Yet, O Exzekzel, 
it's I who pronounce and execute this hard 
Sentence. 


2. Take away from the? : L remdve her 


not at a little Diſtance, but as far as one 
World is from the other. I take her a- 
way. not for a ſhort while, but till Time 
ſhall be no more ; ſo as never more to be 
enjoy'd here. I do not wound but ki her, 
and lodge her among departed Souls. 
not a Limb, but her Life, her Soul that 1 
take away, which will make a Carcaſs 
odious. 5 L 71218979 

3. The Deſire of thine Eyes. Not à re- 
mote: Relation, or one of thy Children, 
but the Wife of thy Boſom, thy ſecond 
ſelf”; Not- a grievous provoking, unplea- 
hag, contemptible or ungodly Wife; 
but one who was fit to be the Defire of 


thy Eyes, whoart a wiſe Man and a holy 


Prophet: Not one that was pleaſing for 
ſometimes, but is ſince alter d: No, it is 
Wife, who is now the Deſire of thy 


Eyes, now ſo, and likę to be ſtill growing 


more amiable and pleaſing. I take her 


ction 


Irs. 
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1 Saion, and pleaſing Society; When you. 


reckon on a long and happy Life toge- I tt 
ther, as mutual Comforts in your Pilgri- £ 
LY mage, and Helps for Heaven. Then, then, ® 


5 I make ſuch a Separation between you, 
, as to put an End to your refreſhing Ex- 
N pectations, as well as to paſt and preſent" 


Enjoyments. Oh Ezekiel, her Perſon, I 
her Cares, her Love, her Gifts, her Gra- 0 
ces, are no longer helpful, except by Re- 
views, which will as much. heighten as I 
allay thy Grief. It's her I take to a Place 
whence ſhe can't be recall'd by all thy 
Wants, Complaints or Prayers. It's her 
whoſe Place will be always empty, where 
ever thou didſt expect to find her with 
greateſt Satisfaction. . 
N A 4. With a Stroke : Which notes both, 
18᷑.. the Suddenneſs of her Death; and, 
= 2. the Severity of the, Stroke. 1. The 
Suddenneſs of her Death: Neither thou 
nor ſhe ſhall have any Leiſare. She ſhall 
have no Warning to ſecure Heaven, it- ſhe 
hitherto neglected it; nor thou further 
| ttime to wean thyſelf,-or be furniſh'd with 
mamore Patience to bear her Departure. 
Ihe Diſpatch is quick; ver. 18. (So! 
pale to the People in the Morning, and at 
Does my Wife died; thou ſhalt be about 
1 my Work in the Morning, and find a _ 


my eo? 
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by this one Blow of God's giving. 
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Wiſe by the Evening. 2. The Severity 
of the Stroke. 
He ſmote ſo, as not 
to need to {mite the ſeeond time. Husband 
and Wife, Body and Soul, are ſeparated 
It kil- 
led as certainly, and more ſpeedily than 
the Plague, as the Hebrew Word ſignifies. 
I ſhall from this Paraptirale collect ſome 
Obſervations. 

5 Olf. Aflictive Loſſes are under God's 
Power and Management. He has a Right to 
take away our Comforts, and bis Hand 
removes them, whenever they are taken 
away. He faith to Ezeliel, I take away 
the Deſire of thine Eyes. He 2 


without Controul, or Cauſe of Complaint, 


for he alienated nor his own Property in 


what he granted us the Uſe of for a time, 
and that under certain Regulations. It's 
our Mercy, that none below him can ſpoil 
us of any thing without his Permiſſion. 
The Devil could not take away a Sheep, 
much leſs the Children of Jo), till God 
permitted it, and allowed his Wind to 
ſubſerve their Death for his owa wiſe and 
juſt Ends. On which account Job ſaith, 


God has taken away, tho it's the Devil was ; Job 1. 21, L 
the e. Mover, by ſolliciting God's Per- 

mi * inclining the Sabeans and Chats 
5 D 2 


fb 
: 


Adeaus, 


| It was but one Stroke, but 1 Sam. 26, 
that is a killing one. 
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deans; and making uſe of Fire and Wind, 

as the means of Job's Calamities. Inſtru- 

ments are guilty as far as they violate Rules 

of Juſtice or Mercy; but tho God abhors 

their gratifying their own Luſts, which 

is all they deſan by the Injuries they reſolve 

to act; yet he over- rules their Thoughts 

and Agency, by determining them to one Ob- 

ject, Time and Means, rather than another, 

as may beſt ſubſerve his holy Purpoſes, 

whether for the Trial or Puniſhment of 

him who ſuffers. So that whether Devils 

or Men be Inſtruments, or that we are] 

bereaved by his more immediate Hand, 

God is to be acknowledg'd ; and as to eve- { 

ry other ſort of Rebuke, we are ſure, there 

 Amos345. #s no Evil in the City which the Lord has not 
; done. 
Inf. 1. They who are impatient under 
Loſſes fret againſt the Hand of God. There 
our Quarrels terminate, tho we excuſe 
our ſelves, becauſe ſecond Cauſes are 
more 4:/tizily preſent to our Minds. But 
tho it may ſeem tov fooliſh and horrid to 
impeach God directhyj of Weakneſs, Inju- 
ſtice, Cruelty or Folly; yet we really do 
ſo in our fretful Complaints, and ſtill more 
airefly fo, as God's Hand is more immedi 
ate in the Affliction. Jonah pettiſhly 
wiſhed in himſelf to die, and ſaid, 17's bet. 
ESA „fd 
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2 Shadow over him. 


| this. Impatience is Anger, 10 it is directed 
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ter for me to die than live ; and grew an. Jong 414 
ory. - What was the Reaſon? Nineveh? ** 
was ſpared, and that Gourd wither'd, of 
which he had been exceeding glad, when 
Againſt whom was 

Jonah angry in this Roile ? It was againſt 

God, who ſpared the City, and prepared 

the Worm by which that Gourd had wi- 
ther'd, which had ſomewhat allay'd his 
Grief, under the dreadedReproach of a falſe 
Prophet. It was with God he was angry. 

So it is with us, when our Relations 
(pleaſing Gourds) are taken away by Sick» 

neſs, and we are impatient at it. For as 


againft God againſt him for ſending the 
Diſeaſe, or not preventing it, or act heal- 
ing it. If it be not againſt God that we 
are angry, againſt whom is it? Could any 
one hinder God's ſending the Diſeaſe, or 
prevent or heal it without him, however 
it came? If you think you are angry only 
at your ſelves for this or that Omiſſion of 
Means, for the Recovery of the Deceaſed; 
or for your otherwiſe 2 God to 
take them away; I anſwer, as far as that 
Omiſſion was voluntary, it was your Fault; 
büt if it was not voluntary, and that you 
acted to the beſt of your Knowledge, you 
are unjuſt to be angry with your oh 
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But ſuppoſe it was voluntary, and ſo a 
Fauli and that you by other Sins provoked 
God to remove your Relation ; yet gene- 
rally the Impatient, by what they call 
Anger at themſelves for theſe Sins, do but 
frame an Excuſe to cover their being angry 
againſt God. For they are not ſo diſpleaſed 
with themſelves for other Sins, tho greater ; 
they oft fret at their Loſs, when they think 
not of their Sin with any Remorſe ; and 
much ſooner Forget their Sin than their loſt 
Friend; nor does the hope of the Pardon 
of their Sin quiet them, when they re- 
member their departed Relation. Re- 
ſtrain therefore your Impatience, leſt you 
be found fretting againſt your juſt, good 
and faithful God. © 

II. 2. They who profit not by affli- 
Qtive' Loſſes, hear not the Voice of God's 
Rod. 5 3 

Our God is infinite in Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ; therefore he has a good End in 
every Rebuke. That End is his Peoples 
Profit ; and that &izd of Rebuke in every 
Circumſtance, is the fitteſt means to effect 
this profitable End. He is a God of Love, 


0 = * and therefore does not willingly Mi 
No, it 1870 


10. Cchaſtize for his Pleaſure. 


1 tifying our Sins, renewing our 
_ n ns | 


by 
* 
. 
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make us Partalers of his Holineſs, by mor- 
Minds, 
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exciting our Graces, weaning us from 
ſenſible Things, and fitting us for greater 
Service and · Enjoy ments. When you an- 
ſwer not theſe Purpoſes, you refuſe to f 
BY Þ bear the Rod, and him who appointed it: Mic; 6. & 


i. e. The | Aiction, in the Kind | and Wa- | W 


ure of it, teacheth ſome things; and God, 
ink Þ - cog gy e $55: ANGER 
r who appoints it, calls you thereby to all 


oft which you have need to learn. But if 

4% Vou profit not, you hear neither the Voice i 

407 Þ of the Rod, tho enforc'd by God's appoin® - 

Re. it; nor that which God further ſpeak- 

*" eth to you, when prepared by the Rod to 

) * hearken. 208 188 * 

900 Oh what Obſtinacy and Folly do they 

Mi. ſhew, who improve not by Afflictions! 

545 Obſtinacy in not yielding, when the Al- 

0 5 Þ mighty is by ſharp Methods forcing them 5 
to ſubmit. Folly! in not only loſing their 9 
Comforts without any Benefit, but by | 
increaſed Guilt expoſing themſelves to forer 

Breaches ; or to be left to themſelves as 
irreclaimable. This laſt is the moſt ter» 1 
nble to all, except very obdurateWretch- "2 
e for when God once faith, Lee them 5 | 
it's next to that Sentence, Depart Hoſ. 4.1 | 


4 from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fre. 


xci- Pings in cht lower World. | I tale 
Ihe Delſire of thine yes. et,, 
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taken pon und they are departed, 
Death is thus expreſſed in the Scriptures. 
Ya. $7. 1; The Righteous is taten away from the Evil 
pm — to come, the Time of my Departure is at 
hand; vom leiteft thou thy Servant depart in 
Pease. The reaſon of ſuch Expreſſions is 
evident; for when Perſons die, they 
leave Eſtates and Dwellings : Theſe know 
them no more; they quit their preſent 
Work, and the Buſineſs of this preſent 
Life; their honourable Places are empty. 
The Figure they made is become a Cypher. 
th ſeparates the Soul from 4. Bo- 
dy' till the 'RefurreQion, when God ſhall 
bring out of his Repo rortes that of our 
Ptefent Body, as {hall be ſufficient to 
make: it our former individual Body riſes 
gain; tho made incorruptible, ſpiritual, 
glorious,. and immortal, by 'the indwel- 
1 rit. When Men die, they leave 
Harth with its Conceraments, and 
are — . — to another Region, which 
| has its proper Objects, Society, and Em- 
1 Ploys. David may be judg to look: be. 
Pond his bodily Health, and to be deſirous 
duo enter into the unſeen World in the bef 
Frame of Spirit, and aftaid to quit this 
7 ' «under Backſlidings, when he crieth, O ſpare 
l 39-13 «70 that 1 my recover Strength befor [go 
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We fay of our dead Friends, e are 


A Fra Grane, 9 

N . Body 

Sor Soul, or both be intended, he reckons 

that! by Death he: ment from this World, 

and was no more to continue an Inbabitans 

6 3; 

Toft 1. He is fooliſh | in the eat Sale, 

who takes. his Portion in the things of this | 

World... 4 | C1 S811 
There reeds no other Reaſon to 45 85 

monſtrate it beſides this, he muſt leave all 

theſe things behind, when himſelf mult 

live for ever in another Place. He will be 

taken away; and carrieth nothing with him Pi. 4917+ 

when he dieth, his Glory ſhall not deſcend after + 

. Is the: Character of wicked Men, 

bey have their Portion in this Life By F. 17. 14 

God's. juſt Judgment they have nothing 

but Miſery after this Life, which limiteth 

their Portion to a ſhort Compaſs. By 

their own Carnality and Folly they take their 

Portion; in the Things of "Life. So that 

the Character declares them both miſera- 

ble and vile Men, wretched in their End, 

and Grdid and ſottiſh in their: Temper, 

which can place their Happineſs in What's 

ſo far below ; themſelves in Worth and Du- 

ration ; ſo far from the End of their Creg- 

tion, and the true Good whereof they are 

Epable,. and which they forfeit for the 

ſake of theſe . that. 0 . 8 

. | Mo FR; | 
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gratify them no otherwiſe than as the 
are agreeable to their brutiſh and devilil 
1Pet-2.11 Luſtings, which war againſt their Souls. 
la what Confuſion will a Man in thi 
State be, when he ſhall hear that ſurpri 
Zing Challenge from an irreſiſtible . God? 
| © | Tow Fool, this Night ſball thy. Soul te 1 
| Luke 12. quired of thee. And then, Wieſe ſball tho, 
pad things be which thou haſt provided Whoſo 
ever ſhall enjoy them, the dead Fool has 
ſo loft his Propriety in, and Beneſit by 
them, that the 7: Man cannot procure a 
Luke 16. little Water to cool his Tongue. 
24. Therefore pray for Wiſdom, that you 
may be effeQually convinc'd of the Vani 
ty of Riches, Friends, Honour, and al 
the Things of this World, ſo as to moat 
rate your Love to, Purſuits after, and De 
light in them. Rebuke all Truſt in them; 
7 pply to this, betore your Seaſop dl 
providing a better Portion is paſt ; for the 
Emptineſs you'll then experience, will on 

ly aggravate your tormenting Diſappoint H 
ment, and that for ever. IH Ol 
Inf. 2. Mens greateſt Concern, is tf e 

what Place they are carried, when taken 2 ſol 
AY from Wich. T 
3 Lou are not annihilated, but removed * 
35 When you go out of his World, you g 
ORE into another, of which we know certain 
—_ * | ne 


e 


* A Funeral Sermon 27 ; * | 
if no more than is told us by Divine Reve- A] 
lation. But by the Word of God we are "i 
hi aſſured, that when you are taken away, -* 
I you'll be carried into Abraham's Boſom, or Luke 16. | 


umpriſon'd in a State of a leſſer Miſery, 22. 
expecting a full Deſtruction in Hell. : 
What Care and Concern becomes us in a 
State of Trial, when the Iſſues are ſo ex- 
treamly different, as compleated Happi- 
neſs and Miſery ? Oh unbelieving Soul, 
theſe are Realities ; and all things com- 
par'd therewith, will | ſoon appear ſcarce 
worth a Thought. Ought you not then 
with Sollicitouſneſs often ask, Whither 
am I going? Where muſt I for ever be? 

Saints eſteem themſelves here to be Pil. 
grims, becauſe they look for a better Coun: N 
i. Whereas the Senſual eat, drink, and 13, 16. 
paſs their Time away; but dare not think 
of any State beyond the preſent. Heaven 
Ichey cannot hope for, ſo as to make any 
ſerious Enquiry into the Grounds of their 
Hopes, for they know they are falſe and 
vain. Think of Hell they dare not, leſt 
the Pleaſures: of Sin (on which they re- 
ſolve) ſhould be embitter'd by anticipated 
Terrors. 8 e 

Conſider where this muſt end; you are 
going towards another World, and draw 
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Life runs out, the World 20 code approach. 
eth. Dare you leave it to an uncertain 
Adventure, how it {hall be with you, 
Whether Heaven or Hell receive you? you 
Can the Uoprepared be ſafe? Or he that the 
never thinks or provides for a future State, 
be prepared for it? Or can he be prepared 
af all, who is condemn'd by the Goſpel, 
Which is the lomeſt Rule of Judgment: 
The decifive Sentence will not he arbitrary, 
Kom. 2. but by Rule, and that without Reſpect of 
16. Perſons, If that Rule were the Law of 
Innocence, none could efcape ; but tho the 
Goſpel-Rule does admit the Salvation of 

all penitent Believers, yet it as truly con- 

demns all impenitent Unbelievers ; and 
the Lord Jeſus will, as Judge, pronounce 
no other Sentence: By that he'll decide 
the Caſe of all Men, who liv'd under the 

Goſpel; he'll do it 2nfalibly, for he know- 

eth all Mens Hearts and Ways. He will 

execute that Sentence effefFuath, for he is 
Almighty ; and it's as impoſſible to reſiſt 

him, as to deceive him. 

Therefore be importunate for the A ſſiſt- 

ance of the Holy Spirit, that you may 


know your State, and impartially examine || wit 


* 13. jour ſelves. Prove your own ſelves : know | her 


ye not, that Chriſt is in ou, except you be Re cal 
probates! He muſt be received by Faith as || %fo 
12 | | all. 
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an exfire Saviour, to ſecure you, and to reign 
in your Hearts; yea, your I'smper muſt be 
framed.in a Conformity to his Image, or 
| you'll beCaſt-aways unfit to be admitted into 
ic | the heavenly. Manſions. Omit no longer to 
e. ask your ſelves, where in the unſeen State 
d ſhall I be lodge d when I depart? There m 
IN 5 or Happineſs eſs will be real, — 1 
and unmixed, which of theſe will be 

y, - Lot? Let all the Unconverted pray and 
labour zow for ſincere Grace and Holineſs; 
of delay not this a Moment, for when you go 
1c out of zhis World, you are taken away from 
of | the Means of Grace, from al the Helps 
n. and Hopes of a ſaving Change. What 
1d Hund findeth to do, do it with all thy Migbt, 
ce for there's no W, ork, nor Device, nor Know- 
de vage, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, (the State 
he of the Dead) whither thou art going. All 
x-|| thy Convictions, Contrivances and La- 
il bour there, will be unavailable to obtain 
is | that M/i/dem, which 1 is accompany'd with 
iſt Salvation. 8 

7 Oh,. The young a and healthy may. be 
&- 1 ſurprized by Death. 
I take away the Deſire of thine Eyes 


her: All die not by cronical lingring Dif 


[ire the Moth; ſooner and more Kal ily 
| ud; 
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thy Eccl. . 10. 


with « Stroke. One ſudden Blow diſpatches 


eaſes, ſo frail are Men that we are cruſhed job 4: 19. 


* 
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ee than e Woch is cruſhed. You know 


Job21.23: not how ſoon you may be that one who di. 


erh in his full Strength, being wholly at Eaſe 
and Quiet. God heeds not lay a long 
Siege, but cad in a Moment ſtorm this 
"Tabernacle of Clay, and blow out that 
Lamp of Life, which he wonderfully pre- 
pc 66. 9. ſerveth every Moment; it's he who ho/- 
deth our Soul in Life, that it expires not 
with every Breath; if he with- holds his 
Spirit we die. We have more Inſtances of 
ſudden Deaths than uſual, you may be- 
come the next, and will be fo, if God di- 
rect the fatal Arrow to you. He is no more 


engaged. to give you an Hour's Warning 


than to thoſe who had: leſs Notice. Nor 

are you more able than they to lengthen 
Life one Minute, if he arreſt you by Death, 

without a Moments Summons. - 

© *Txf.It's our Wifdom to be alway ready to die. 

Our Redeemer's Caution belongs to us 


Mat. 24. 2 be 
44- an Hour as ye think not the Son of Man co: 


meth. Death will ſeize and carry you 
hence, and you may have #o Notice of its 
Approach, but be ſurprized whea likelieſt 
to live long, or doing ſome vile thing that 
mult increaſe its Terror. Would you die 
prepar'd, then be never unprepar'd; for 
you may be ſtruck in the Moment of the 
ET 8 | greateſt 


in this Caſe, Be ye alſo ready, for in ſ uch 
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greateſt Unfitneſs. Many that reſolve to A 


be good in Old Age, are taken away in 
2 their Youth, Too many reſerve Repentance 

o to a PE Bu, but are kill'd by a ſudden 
Accident. The moſt watchful find dying 
a great Work, from the Senſe of a flick 
Tribunal, and an awful Eternity. What 

„ may the heedleſs find it, yea, and muſt, 

if Conſcience is not ſeared by Infidelity. 
Each of you, are either in a State of Sin, 
or in a State of Grace; its needful that 
both make ready. | 
1. You that are in a State of Sin, be al- 
way ready, by getting into Chriſt., . - 
_ Whilſt it is to Day hear hys Voice, and bar- 
den not your Hearts. He invites you, he 
pleads with you to repent and believe in. 
him. As long as you reject him, by Dif- 
obedience ro his Goſpel-Call, you are not in 
ie. ready for Death; for , you repent not you Lule 1333 
x ſpall periſp; if you believe not, you ſhall 1] 
| die in your Sins. Death will be found a Joh · 8. 21. 
King of Terrors, tor it brings you into a 
State, where you ſhall feel the Pain and 
Loſs cantain'd in the Curſe of the Law, and Heh 102 
che ſorer Threatnings of the Goſpel. At | 
ar | Preſent your Condition is miſerable, ſhould 
ie | Jou die vom, you are undone for ever. 
or | There's no Safety but in flying to Chriſt 
he | for Refuge, as the Goſpel directs; as yet he 


*: 
+ 4 


Heb. 4. 7. 


Mat. 25.6. trimmed Lamps alſo will diſquiet, 


"A Fanal Sunn. 
waits, to morrow your- Day of —— 4 
may end, yea this Night your Soul may 
be required, trifle ov} "Becauſe there 5 
Wrath, beware, teſt he take thee away with 1 
' Stroke ; then a * 12 R anſo om cannot deliver 
thee. 1 
2. Ya: who are in a State of Grits; be 
alway ready, by abiding in Chriſt, walk. 
ing worthy of EB and keeping i in a good 
Frame. = | 
Perſeverance 1s as neceſſary as 8 ng 
on; for if any Man drawback, my Soul 9 
Lave no Pleaſure in him. This is God" 
Caution to prevent Apoſtacy. ; and the 
Connection is tine between Apoſtacy and 
Nuin, tho eventually neither happen. 


Job 40 


Heb, 10. 
28. 


(tho there be Oil) when a Midnighe- Cr 
3 ſurprizeth.. Decays, Doubts, and a re. 
mils Temper, unfit a Man for Death; ſo 
do Neglects, Unfruitfulneſs, and every 
©! particular Fall unrepented of. Matters are 
not wiſely managed, if you allow your 
. ves! a Moment in a Practice or Frame, 
in which you would be loth to be found 
| When Death arreſts you; for ia that Mo- 
ment you may be ſurprized. But yon 
hew Chriſtian Wiſdom, when you think, 
re, and do that every Hour, as if it were 
to be your _m_ Therefore avoid whatevet 


* 345% 3 % Nous 
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nouriſherh your Doubts, mortify your re- 
maining Corruptions, diſpatch all preſent 

Duty, fill up your Places, keep a heaven- 

ly Frame, employ your Talents faithful- 

ly for ſtrengthen juſt Hopes, con- 

verſe much with Heaven, keep up inti- 

be mate Communion with God, and by 

K. (Chriſtian Growth, add Grace to race, as 

to Sorts, Degrees and Exerciſe. This is 

the Method to be alway ready—, So an2 Pets 12, 
Entrance ſball be miniſtred unto you abundant- "© 
ly into the everlaſting Ringdom of our Lord 
bd Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Let Death then 

el ureſt one never ſo ſuddenly, yer bleſſed is 

id (that Servant whom ht Lord when he cometh 
l find ſo doing. Thus work therefore 
whiles it's Day, for the Night cometh where- John 9 9.4. 
in no Man can work, 

8 0/. The Wiſe ought to be the Deſi ire 
of the Husband's +; 

This is the Holter and Destin ien of 1 2 
Ezekie!'s Wife, which argued a great Gift 
from God, a wiſe Choice by Ezekiel, and 
a good and agreeable Temper and Reha» 

4 viour in the Wife, All Men ought to 
„make Choice of ſuch as are likely to be 
vo; and not raſhly, or from Covetouſueſs, 
„er other mean Conſiderations, take a fol- 
ein, graceleſs, froward or unagreeable i 
t . into this Relation. On the other 
1 ; F ; hand, —_— = 
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hand, Wives ſhould ſo behave themſelves ſ— 
as to be pleaſing in the ſight of the Hus. 
band; for their mutual Uſefulneſs, Safety 
andComfort are concern'd herein. Hus. 
bands alſo ſhould account their own Wives 
deſirable ; and ſo carry it, as to encline 
them to become acceptable, and encou- 
rage them when ſuch. An Husband is 
Pro. 5.18, allowed, yea commanded, to rejoice in 
19. his Wife, and be raviſbed with her Love. 
Tho I enlarged no further in this Ser- 


„ mon on this Obſervation, yet I think it 
PR not unuſeful ro add ſome things I had Oc 
* caſion to mention in another Place, from 


* 7 part of the Text, the Deſire of thine 
| | es. | 
© TI People defigning Marriage ſhould 
| Fake choice of ſuch Perſons, as are likely 
fo be deſirable, and pleaſing to them. 80 
far Sawpſoy was in the right, when he 
Judg: 14. ſaid, Get her for me, for ſhe pleaſeth me wel. 
„It's a great Spare to marry ſuch whoſe 
*,- Perſon, Temper, or Behaviour, are alic- | 
| ' nating, or unlikely to endear. For it's It 
hard to efteem a Yoak-Fellow, where 
1 there's nothing vcluable, or delight where Þ0 
there is nothing lovely. It's erous, rig. 
or at leaſt uncomfortable, to be forced al- 
Way to reaſon and plead one's ſelf ta a due 
Behaviour to Wife or Husband. Wiſdom 
. * 8 could 


— 
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us. od direct People to be ſure of that in a 
ety Yoake-fellow, which will draw forth Love, 
Us- heriſh Aff. ction, and deſerve Eſteem. 
vez But it's the height of Folly, not to avoid 
ine very one, where 1 had that which is 
u- Jure to breed Diſlike, procure Contempt, 
iᷣ nd cauſe a Coldneſs and Wearinels of each 
in pther. Here's no Likelihood to find the 
PDeſire of the Eyes. 

| Queſt. What are thoſe things which are 
ir likely ro hinder Husband and Wife from 
> ſbeing the Deſire of the Eyes to each o- 
m|{@her 2 

ae Anſiv. In the general, Thoſe TELE 
hich cauſe a great Unſuitableneſs between 
hem. But there is ſuch Variety ia People, 
hat it's hard to inſtance any things, which 
ill have the like Effect on all Perſons; 
for that's agreeable to one, which is not ſo 
o another. However I will hint ſome 
articulars.. 

xs: Any outward Defect or Deformity, 
to Which you ſtill feel an-unſubdu'd Aver- 
ion, before Marriage is conſummated. 
Some can chearfully bear with that Face, 
Figure or Behaviour, which another 
paths. He that can take delight in a 
Perſon, — a Blemiſh, or 
Defetct, runs no great rilc ue; but buch as 
innot, do lay a uy * aran to "I 7 
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* 


Gen. 29. Advantage. 
17, 30. 


Leal s tender Eyes leſſen d he her 
alway in Jacob's Affection. 

9. 7 ioleut P aſſion, Fromardneſs, Or il 
Nature, unleſs you are ſure your Prudence 
and Patience can render theſe eaſy to you 
ſelves, and ſafe ro your Family. Th 
Prov. 19. continual Droppings of a contentious Wife 
by (or Husband) will hardly encreaſs Love: 
nor one be much, pleas' d, When forc'd F 
Prov. 25. the Corner of 4 Houſe-Top, to avoid the 
2 Brawls of a ſcolding Wife. Such a Hus 

band will be as uneaſy to a Wife. 
diſregard a good Nature, or at leaſt ana 
greeable Temper, in the Perſon vou tak 
into this near Relation. 

2. Great Weakneſs of Underſtanding, i 
your Temper leads you to delight i in in 
genious Perſons, and to deſpiſe all others. 


LS If that be your Genius, ſcarce any thing 


will put you more to it, than to keep up 

an Eſteem of Husband or Wife, when 

their Folly is at every turn diſcover'd. 

Prudence is a great Ingredient in that 

Fror, 19 Wife, who is a Bleſſing from the Lord 

and much more in a Husband:: 

ther will be apt to think themſelves ex- 

pos d by the others Dullacls and Indifcre 
tion. 


4. valle f if you aro errul y pios 


Never 


But er 
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II you are graceleſs, your Like may 

pleaſe you above a better Perſon. Whiles 
iſ you are Jpiricually dead, the want ,of a 
i ſpiritual Life in a Yoak-Fellow, will be 
ur lathe minded. Two dead Carcaſſes can 
be be together without Offence; but a grace- 
i} leſs Husband or Wife, will be a grievous 
ei Burthen to a renemed Mind, and a Plague 

to their Off- ſpring. When God conver- 
. Corinthian H usband, how uneaſy did 
an unbelie ving Wife prove? And as unea - 1 Cor. 7, 
| 17 was the unbelieving Husband to the 13 55: 

converted Wife. Be ſure they would not 
have choſen ſuch had they been Chriſtians 
before Marriage. 

Therefore be afraid to match 3 a 
wicked Perſon. Their Vices ought to 
deter your liſtening to the greateſt Indue - 
ments; for what a Torment will it prove, 
to think your own Fleſh hates God, and 
is abhorred by him. Will you long 
efteem the Devil's Image, or be ſafe or 
eaſy where he ruleth ? What a L/ and 
Grief will it be, to want that EY | 
Excitement which a gracious Y oak: Fred 
would afford, by Prayer, edifying . Dif 
courſe} and g00d Example; much more | 
to be ae to curſe God, as Job Was Job 2 9; 
by lis Wife? It will be fflictive, to. be 
denied the — (in ſo near a Rela - 


u. 1 5 5 tion) 
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tion) of uttering the Moans of your own 

Souls, and imparting your Experiences 

and Comforts. 5 
Godlineſs oft renders the Wife hateful 


— 


to the ungodly Man, and the Husband to 


the ungodly Woman. What Diſputes 
and Brawls muſt ariſe between ſuch ? 


When different Opinions abate the Quiet, 


and diminiſh Love, where both aregoaly: 
but above all, the very Soul of the better 


Relative (as well as their Off-ſpring) is in 


danger to become worſe, if not wicked, by 
ill Example, Diſcouragements, Temptations, 


and a deſire to pleaſe. Solomon s Wives turn d 


by bad Husbands and Wives. 


his Heart from God. Infed ion is more eaſily 
communicated than Health. The Bad is not 


ſo eaſily reformed, as the Good corrupted; 


becauſe Sin has much to be- friend it in all 
of us; the Power whereof is daily ſeen, in 
many hopeful Perſons becoming irreligious 
Parents 
and ſingle Perſons in Treaties of Marriage, 
would ſhew leſs Unbelief, and more of 
the Power of Godlineſs; if, In the Lord, 


were juſtly the Poſy of the Wedding- 


* 


Ring, and chiefly regarded in Matrimony. 
5. Great Ineqality in Age, unleſs you 


ͤälk⁊ꝛece very certain of anſwerable Femperance. 


- Satan oft gets Advantage hereby, and the 


Conjugal Affection of one or both is fre- 


quently 
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quently loſt. Therefore if you marry one 
much younger than your ſelf, you had 
need to be well aſſur d of the Sobriety of 
their Temper; if one much older, be aſ- 
ſured of your own. 

T have ſet before you what you ſhould 
ward againſt before you marry. If you 
venture on theſe, you muſt: vainly hope 

to find the Pleaſure of your Eyes in a 
married State. Many miſerable Match- \ 
es may warn you from, ſuffering 
Covetouſneſs to bribe you, or Am- 
bition to tempt you, or Importunity 

to force you, or Fancy to bewitch 


you to a Difregard of theſe Cautions. 
But if loud Warnings avail not, dear 
t bought Experience will convince, that 
; Ineither Eſtates, Titles, nor the Gratifica- 
1 Niion of a vain Fancy, will long maintain 
1 Affection, or prevent Miſchiefs, when 
5s you betray your ſelves into theſe Hazards. 
And yet how many Parents ſell the 


Health, the Comfort, the Peace, yea the 
Souls of their Children, for a little Pelf, 
when they diſpoſe of them in Wedlock? 
+ nd too few Children are advis d by ſuch © © - 
arents as would direct more religiouſly _- - 
and prudeatly. _ LEM 2 
2. Married Folk ought to eſteem, de? 
light. in, and deſire each other. The 
| | TS > 
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Wife — be the Dolire of the ene 
Eyes, and the Husband the ſame in the 
Wives Eyes. When it's thus, you enjoy 
the great Bleſſing of a married State. On 
many Accounts that State needs this 
Bleſſing, and without this, its bitter and 
dangerous. Diſagreement and Diſlikes 
will embitter all other Comforts. - You 
are commanded to rejoice in each other; 
but this is impoſſible, if Love be altoge⸗ 


3 Ec. 9. 9, — 1 0 
16 3. Married Perſons ſhou'd b be ik and 
* -_ careful ſo to contrive and order things 
= that they may be deſirable in each others 
Hyes. - NegleQs in this will diſappoint 
you of that Bleſſing, you had well prepa 
red for in a right Choice. A due Obſerva. 
tion of it may prevent the expected Mil; 
NIP chiefs of an Choice, and ſo far rectif) 
ES | This Direction has two parts. 
1. 80 manage things, as co be CHOI 
Mb, jour Toab. fellow. 
Avoid every thing that may 4 1 of 
3 daulcars;: Beware of what may«expok | 
Fou to Contempt or Diflike. -- Order your 
I u0aongue, Behaviour, and all your Ways 
da may beſt create — and procure EY 
| -_ ?. Would: Jo: pry! Strin 
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% be: lovely ? Would you be. eſteemed? 
Secs; that you be, and do what's we- 


u geil bonour you? If you bid Fab curſe God, 25. 
aa hell-ſay, you talk as a fooliſh Woman. Id 2. 10. 
I Let the Wife in all lawtul things therefore 
TH approve her ſelf to her Husband's Liking, 
UE and ſollicitouſly care to pleaſe him, tlie ſame 4 
dhe Husband's Duty; and not to be bit- % 36. 
ter, inſolent, vexatious or fodliſh, but Col. 3. 19. 
| dwell with bis Wife according to Rnomledgs. 1 pet. 3.7. 
Many of both Sexes forfeit Reſpect by 
debaſing themſelves, and muſt not you 
bear the Blame, if you are; leſs deſired, 
hen you render your ſelves undeſirable. 
Holly and Imperiouſueſs will bring Con- 
pf and Wrath. Be and do what's Pro- Eſth. 1.18. 
per to your Place and Relation, and its 
probhble you ſhall be eſteem'd and lovd; 
not, the Fault's not yours," and you'll 
find fate with God, and Peace within. 
2. Watch your own Minds, and do your 
e wmv to make your Yoke-lellow. deſirable 
Do not ſtrictly obſerve. each others 
"Weakoeſlts, unleſs tliey be removeable, 
and witli-a Concern to redreſs chem; in- 
bead of ruminating oa their Faulti, oft 
think of what's valuable and praiſe · wor- 
J thy. Has he or ſhe true Grace ? Let tag KH 


* 
* 


drable; If you are a Maha, will All- Sm. 2. 
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*cover the want of Beauty, for it's far 
more excellent; and if ſuch as have it be 
- . .>-.-. 1 Yeſpisd, it's a Contempt of Chriſt in one Seal 
of his Members. Is there good Nature you 
Aa nd Affection? That mult cover the De- la 
8 feet of Mit and brighter Parts. Should Inte 
Husband or Wife be fo unhappy as to be cove 
pPeoſſeſs' d of none of theſe, yet conſider it's ¶ you 
11 Husband, this is y Wife, even this ceed 
i „ Puts the Conſcience under Bonds toa £008 4s # 
Carriage, and to as much-Love as is poſſible ¶ you 
to be raiſed by Prayer, Prudence, Conſide. Þ If y 
ration, and Confinement of conjugal Af. will 
fectien from all others. It's my own Hleſb pier 
by God's Ordinance, and being ſuch, it Nex 
Eph. 3. 28. muſt be'/oved and cheriſb d. Who neglects 1 
is on Arm, becauſe it's weak, wither'd non 
bee 55.43 199 0 
They are the Perſons you received into 9 
this near Relation. If they have been unagree- ¶ firal 
able before Marriage, as to Perſon, Humour, and 
or Parts, bear it now with the more Con- 7 
tentedneſs, becauſe it's the natural Fruit but 
of your indiſcreet Choice. If by any Pro- ¶ tro 
vidence they are ſince become leſs ſuitable, | Gre 
to be diſcontented, is to quarrel: with the felt 
Hand of God, and add to the Calamity of a w 
the Innocent. If their graceleſs State be fon 
your Grievance, endure it with the greater I Sat 
Submiſſion, as it is the Puniſhment of your || tha 
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ar ſinful Choice, if you were then a Convert: 
x | And if you were converted fince, let the 
x || Senſe of God's diſtinguiſhing Grace induce 
you to Pity and a tender Carriage. But 
le it before or ſince, it's your Duty and 
d Intereſt to do your utmoſt for their Re- 
x || covery, and avoid whatever you know in 
your {elf a Hindrance to it. If you ſuc- 
is ceed, you will have the Comfort of living 


a i 4s Heirs together of the Grace of God, to 
le your own Benefit, and that of Poſterity. 
e If you ſucceed not, their dying miſerable 
f. will coſt you Sorrow for them, but no 
piercing Reflections on your own ſinful 
it Neglects. 1 
I hope ſome Readers may improve, and 
none miſinterpret this incerted Digreſſion, 
tho leſs proper for a Funeral Diſcourſe. 
9 Obſ.. Husband and Wife, however de. 
ſirable, muſt certainly be ſeparated by Death, 
ind it may be ſuddenll . 
The Band between them holds till then, 


„ ſtrongeſt Deſires to continue together: 
, | Great Affection makes a Separation to be 
e felt like a rearing Limb from Limb; but 
a wiſe Providence indulgeth not Creatures 
e || fond Deſires, but fixeth the Bouuds of oui 
r Satisfaction by Rules more ſure and fit 
r 
= 


than we would preſcribe. He knows how 
—_— „ 1 


1 et. 3. 14 


but Death diſſolves it, not v ithſtanding the 
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long it's ſafe to yield Comfort by one 
Channel, and when it becomes dangerous 
to continue the ſame way, leaſt by inor- 
dinate Affection we might be enſnared, or 
to prevent a Diſappointment which he 
forelaw by a Change of Diſpoſition or Be 
haviour. Therefore when the Reaſon tor 


longer, however entreated, and oft {0 
furprizeth by a guick-Difpatch, that there's 
ſcarce Room for Prayer. 5 ib 
' Inf. Husbands and Wives ſhould live 
- ne they who may ſoon be ſepars 
This is Wiſdom, and will be ſo account- 
ed by the Thoughtful, when a Separation 

is made; for this will reduce your roving 

Minds, and ſhew the Folly of taking ſuch 
a Satisfaction in each other, as if you muſt 

never part. This will convince you of 
the Sin of all that undue Behaviour which 

is much cheriſh'd, by not foreſeeing thoſe 
Reviews that cannot be avoided. There - 
fore ſo moderate your Affections, that the 
Sur vi vor may neither become unuſeful or 
ſcandalous by exceſſive Sorrow; nor be 
tormented with Self- Accuſations, that their 
ex6eſſrve Eove procured the Death of rhe 

Deceaſed? And neglect not ſuch a circum: 
_ ftpect” Behaviour, as to avoid any w. 

Eo Nr 0 8 | that 


* 
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Separation is become ripe, he ſpares no 
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chat muſt give bitter Thoughts, whether 

| you be the dy ing or ſurviving Perſons, fot 
boch will be forc'd to reflect on your Miſ- 

[| carriages, the one when dying, the other 
6 


afterwards - Seo” 70! ä 
Muſt you part ſo ſoon! then improve 
each other for Heaven, with à Diligence 
of becoming the ſhort and uncertain time of 
o doing this, and the Vanity of wiſhing you 
s bad done more after Death has made à Se- 
paration. Nor will it be alway unſeaſona- 
e ble to mind each other, that a time of 
parting will come; for this will excite 
Diligence in your mutual Duties. And if 
you have Children, you'll be more intent 
to train them up for God, to whole Care 
the dying muft commit them. Nor will 
ſuch Diſcourſes be unuſeful to a better 
Preparedneſs to bear the Loſs, when one 
ſhall be removed. This leads me to the 
Third General Head. | . 
III. God's Charge to the Prophet, as to 
his Behaviour upon the Death of his Wife; 
let neither ſhalt thou mourn nor weep, nor 
thy Tears run douůumn. 
All the Changes of Life have their pro- 
ber Duties, and in ſuch Duties we ou gt 
d exerciſe our ſelves; for thoſe C hangen 
re Opportunities for, and Calls to ſuch 
Duties. One part of the Duty upon this 
7541 | | h | Oc- 


1 . Brief, and prohibits. exceſſive Mourning 


= - Occaſion, if the Prophet's Caſe had been mai 


went of the Lord. 
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left common with others, was to mourn in 

> in a godly ſort. The Tokens of Sorrow} 1 
Let. 2. are allowed the Prieſt for near Relations, N ed. 
| tho not for others; there is 4 time tu wech 
but when is it ſeaſonable, if not at the 
Death of a deſirable Wife? Sorrow at ſuch 

aà time is neceſſary from the innocent Inſtinctʒ 
of Nature; it diſpoſeth to hear and obey 
God's Voice by the Stroke; and not to 
mourn, would be to deſpiſe the Chaſtiſe- 


0 155 kia 
Therefore, either Ezekzel was forbidden 
. only the out ard Marks of Sorrow; or it 
as a poticive: extraordinary Precept, with 
ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, enabling him to ot; 
ſerve it: And ſo it was enjoin'd on him asf 

a prophetict Sign tg ſerve a peculiar Purpoſz, 

. and not to be a Rule to other. 

But tho we are not oblig d to forbear al 
Mourning as he was; yet what God ſaid 
to Eæetiel ſuggeſts to us a Moderation in our 


under the Loſs of the beſt of Wives. Due 
Limits are preſcrib'd to all Men, but eſpe: 
. cially. to Miniſters, becauſe they are by their 
Exampie to confirm the Truth of the Do- 
Errineè of Submiſſi9n to God's Hand, and not 
tempt Peuple to thinł it's impracticable by 
any; and that therefore either it's no __ 
2 ; man 
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. 
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K ihand; of God, or none can feel chat Power | | 

bs in Religion as to comply With it. 

1 Of. Exteſive Sorrow muſt; be avoid: 

3 ks deareſt Relations are takten away. 
Sorrow is allowed in proportion to te 

Lak but Religion and Reaſon ſer the 

Bounds which ought not to be exceeded. 5 

Let him who weeps be as if he wept” not, for the , Cor. 1 

Faſhion of this World, paſſeth away. Mourn 30. 

with the Indifference becoming dyin unn Il 

for dying things under. God 's Diſpoſal. 5 

| Men is Sorrow exceſſave ? ; 
7 Sor row is exceſſi ve, when 22 

ad Wirk fretting. Thoughts againſt God * 8 


1 Chron. 


whew it hinders a thanktul Sexfe of remain: 7. 22, 23. 
ing Mercies; when it indiſpoſeth to: al 
Delight in God, end his Govenane-BIake 
lings; when id, unfits for the Morſlup at Cor · 2.5. 
God, or the Duties of one's Place; When it 

al fa diſorders the. Mind, that it cannot den. 3 
aden to God's Voice by the Roq; and the 35: 

ur {Conſiderations which ſhould relieve us une 
ng erat when it impairs the Reæaſon or the 
ue ah by its Intenſeneſs, or too long Conti- 
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pe · uuance. No Benefit we received by our 

cir Relations, no need we can have lof Chem Job x7, » 

)0- flliereafter, no Circumſtance in Sei; Death =_ 

not lin juſtify ſuch Exceſos. io © | Y 
Sorrow muſt be elteem id 1 1 | 


eee ſuch Effects 5 for hs 
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5 - exceeds the Rule God preſcribes, and is fo i; 
provoking in his Sight, that for a Puniſh th 
ment thereof, he oft with-holds. his Sup. # 
port, adds ſorer Afflictions, and permits 
Juan to take Advantage by Mens exceſ. 
five Sorrow, to tempt them to Atheiſm 


Selk Murder, and other Evuls. |} 
Repr. This may well reprove exceſſiue 11 
Stief for dead Relations: Fho inordinae 


Sorrow for dead Friends paſſeth with 

moſt for a ſmall Sin, if not innocent, yea, 
e and indulg'd as a good- natur d 

„and kind thing. Nevertheleſs it ſheus 
t , great Weakneſs of Soul, and includes a 
World of Sin; for exceſſive Sorrow. is 
Inpatience:to a high Degree. It proceed] 

| — _  fron-inordinate Sei- Love, and an extreme 15; 
ii Affection to: Creatures, and the things c 54 
tha World. It argues either a Disbe ief of al +: 

ee Providence, or a great Diſałe of its Methods, 

as fooliſh, unjuſt and cruel. There's 2 

* Mixture of fooliſh Softneſs and Pride in 
him who is guilty, for hie cannot beat 
what's common to Men, but thinks he de. 

ferves to be exempted! from the common 

Lot, and yet can ſeem to relieve: himſelf 
IF by »ſeleſs: Complaints, tho he knows he is 
= | alt hope of recovering what he has loſt; 
_ - eee to the Exceſs of Sorrow, 
Sod is leſs loved as the Supreme Good, he, 
9 | SW 
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is 75 el as unable to repair or ſanctiß⸗ 
the Loss, and unthankfully llighted, as 
4 ſhewing, no Kindneſs in Benefits ſtill injoy'd, 
N and to have done his worſt, in taking away 
f that ane Which is removed.  Qught not a 
1 ſerious Chriſtian dread what's ſo ſinful and 
near to Madneſs ? Muſt not the Guilty 
blame themſelves, and fear the Iſſue? 
45. . You tlie Relations of the Deceaſod, 
rt Chriſtian Bounds to your Sorrow. 
% 15 confels, that Stroke which took a 4 
„gives a deep Wound to ary, | The © 
urban is deprived of a e wife 104 | 9 
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0 he greatly affected as füch 

14 Fold growing Reaſon for i Its ; il 7 2 

5 godly Parents have loſt a titty _ Rn 
ter, ho commended rheir pions — © 28 1 


Easton and Example b eee 
Cou rſe, as well as dutiful Behaviour, u 
on "Aunt whereof they loved her more 
hl 7.7 More, as her Life was lengthned. 
bn |. Brothers ind Sifters are {eparated from A 
ell ful uſeful Siſter, wich hom they 

95 in cordial. Amity, to their mutyal 
-omfort and Advantage. gh 

"= 101 poor Infant 1s the greater Loſer, 13 
8 Ale 15 young as not to kaow her Piraels © WE 

' Ba © Cohcerif e to promote His g odly 105 N 108 
Batiqn ; nor further benefited 59 ber 4870 f 
has hicf Intereſts, than as her owt Cover 
Hal: has her lincere Dedication 0 , 
6/9 + BY | ad 
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—_ and her many recorded Prayers for him M 
1 Are available. . 
Sorrow is unavoidable, and a Duty, * 
here a juſt Senſe of this Rebuke prevails; I 
= nir can it be confined to Relations, wherein R 
All ofher intimate Acquaintance are Sharers. f 
= hut it's not ſo neceſſary to juſtify your 
moderate Sorrow, as to warn you againſt 
Exceſs; allow not that, ſuffer it not in- 
ſenſibly to ſteal upon you. God. has 
ſmitzen, who cannot injure you. He in- 
tends your ſpiritual Good, which you will 
F not fail to experience, if you are teacha- 
ble. You may by this Surprize be help'd 
"8 0 live and die better, and God come to 
pioſſeſs that of your Affection, which it 
mmay be exceeded towards her, or at leaſt 
= that of it which he is now above receiving. 
When you weep, let the /alteſt Tears 
_.: be ſpent for every Fault,. that upon pre- 
ent Enquirics you find to have provoked 
= God, to remove this valuable Comfort; 
_ fe not this afflictive Seaſon, by  neglc- 
ing that Ty at preſent, for you may 
tter diſcoverſuch Provocatiohs zow, than 
when ſhe was pleaſantly enjoy'd ; and a; 
Sorrow for what you become con- J q 
. Vinced of, worketh not Death, but a Re. En 
% ( . 
Overlook not the Comfort which God 
= | by ber diſpens'd to you 'whillt ſhe liyed. 
W „ 
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A Funeral- Sermon. 
Many have enjoy'd leſs in a far longer | 
Life than hers, which exceeded not more ill 
Yeats. than twenty five. Yea how many Al 
ja that ſhort compaſs have diſhonour'd 


Religion, and broke the Hearts of ſome of 1 
W . 
Watch eſpecially, that you ſorrom not 4 
« without Hope ; for tho her Death was ſad- 1 Theſ. 4. 
| den (well at Noon, and dead in the Even- *?* | ; 
ing) yet ſhe long expected and prepared 43 
1 for it, It's true, ſhe is taten away, but ſhe [ 


continued the Delire of your Eyes to the 44ſt, 
, and Chriſt has taken' her to himſelf, and 
0 


will at his glorious Appearance bring her 2 
with him, to re- unite the Body in a Meet - ver. 14. 
; neſs for heavenly Places, where ſhe (and 
„ou, if faithful) ſhall be ever with the Lord. | 
Comfort one another with theſe Words. V. 118. 
Tou who were moſt intimate with her, 
ue fully rſwaded of this. And muſt not 
that reſtrain Sorrow within Chriſtian 
” Þ Bounds? Ualeſs you indulge that S- Hove 
" | which regrets her preſent Happineſs ; for 
by Death a Believer is immediately cleans d 
from all Sin, releaſed from Sorrow, highly 
improv'd in the Divine Image (that trueſt 
Lovelineſs) and advanced to thoſe Sights, 
Employs and Enjoy ments above; of Which : 
the beſt are incapable in our preſent State. 
Nor is your Hope concerging her withouc __'. 8 
a fatisfying Reaſon, when her 1 2 
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pl being thought better than ſhe was, tlie 
Honeſty and Plainneſs of her Temper, cauſe 

her Intimates proverbially to ſay, That they 

who knew her, were ſure to know the worſt of her. 
She renounced and deſpiſed the World, 
(that common Rival with God) and took 
God, Chriſt and Heaven for her Portion; 

here her End and Heart were fix d. Andas a 
mmeans of greater Safety and Improvement 
therein, ſhe prefer'd a godly Miniſter for a 
Husband, before any other Perſon, with 

far greater Advantages as to is World. 

Nor was ſhe diſappointed, for both Grace 

and ſpiritual Comfort did grow exceedingly. 
Ig that relation ſhe was faithful and affe. 

'  Ctionate,forward to receive good Advicc,de" 
lighted in converſing with her Husband a- 
bout divine Matters, whereby both were 
improv'd, and their Endearment increaſed, 
in proportion to what they ſaw of God in 
eich other: Yea ſhe was a Spur to his Di- 
ligence, as well as a Refreſhmeat in his La- 
bours. She was ever ready to be inform'd 

in all things wherein Duty and Conſcience 

'were concern'J, and as ſtedfaſt! y reſolx d in 
Jollowing what was right. The Habitation 

"of God's Fouſe was her Delight. On all the 

._ Ordinances there adminiſtred, ſhe attended 
Vun great Solemnity, and Care to profit. | 
% Peiore her Admiſſion ro the Lord's Sup- 
Nl, Ide (50 the great Joy of her Husband) 
PT TONE, 20 | 
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© Foave an affecting Account of the State of her 

© I Soul, and made moſt latisfying Diſcoveries of 
ber Repentance from the Heart, a Faith in Chriſt, 

„ reſolved upon any thing for the Enjoyment of 
„I; a Conſent to the whole of the Goſpel-Cove- 
Kk ¶ nant, with a Surrender of her ſelf and all to God 

' Þ in Chriſt. Whereupon with mutual Tears of 
1} Tenderneſs and Joy, they afreſh reſolv'd to 
walk together to Heaven, and watch over one 
another 1n whatever related thereto, This ſhe 
fulfilled, by being a faithful Monitor of what- 
ever was amils ingiim, a patient Sufferer under 
great Pain, and a ſincere Obſerver of God's Pre- 
pts. | The {aft Sacrament ſhe was very ear- 
. neſitly deſirous ta receive, becauſe, as ſhe ſaid, 


It may be the laſt that I may ever receive. 


1 Her Value for Baptiſm was ſuch, that ſhe pre- 
© Bſented her former Child, and intended to do the 


„ame on his very Day for her laſt Child. The 
reaſon ſhe gave for preſenting the Child with 


d Covenant-Favour, and ſhould more ſenſibly 
ind her ſelf to his Chriſtian Education. But in- 
a ſtead of publickly dedicating her Child, ſhe 


with the Foreraſts of Heaven, ſolemaly ſurrene 
1 der'd her ops Soul to God thro? Chriſt Jeſus, in 


whom ſhe rated, and is gone to that happy 


91 Her Death was ſudden, yet it was long 


her om Hands at that Ordinance, was, that 
” || thereby ſhe laid claim to her own Share in the 


. | Place where herHushand and ſhe uſually agreed | =O 
'- | to veer, when they were parting for any time. oy 
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Aeg, and of late her Apprehenſions of its Nip! 
neſs were more remarkable, and obſerv'd h 
„ many. Thele Thoughts of its near Approac 
© abarednother Che arfulneſs, tho they quicken? 77 
her Preparation, faying, There was nothing in | 
"= Death ſo much 70 be fear d r VUnpre paredneſs, ani F 
et was the Hejzhr of Madneſs to have any thing ty f 
40 at that time, when meer dying was work enough, p 
© Being theNight before fer Death, diſtourſedſiſ | 
of the more'bleffed Society above, than that fol 7: 
"which alone of all worldly things ſhe could be. 
come willig to ty here, with a Mixture of 
Smiles and Tears,acknowledg'd, that where Evi. 
dences for Heaven were clear, and ſome true Foretaſt. 
'of it, it rather requr d ſome Patience and Submiſſios 
to tarry out of Heuven ſo long, and all that's lovely 
or defirable in any Creature, comes from, and is to 


be found if the' God we go to, infinitely beyoni 


= U 9 


what it can be in any Creature. 
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The Communion ſhe enjoy'd with God (as her I. 
chief Good) in this lower World, was fo vital ©: 
reliſb d, as to ereate a Longing for its full Enjoy © 
ment, tho by a Separation from a Husband, in 4 
hom ſbe delighted to the atmet Bounds: of © 

Lawfulneſß. She was taken away not by Force, 

but with a ful Conſent, her Deſires being ſtrong·- 4 
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15 fais d tothe' Manſions prepar'd by her belt be 
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> that ſhe might ſhow the Difference between her 2A 
on Choice and Compliance with Cuſtom, ; , 


* . 


' Death found her on the Wing for the higher 


Regions, and tho ſeemingly 1 of 
ſome Reſpite, yet ſtill dropping Directions about 
her Funeral, as imprefs'd with a ber ſwaſion that \ 
t nogreat Diſtance. And ſo it prov'dy 


* 


it could be at no great Di | 
for tho ſhe join'd wich her Husband in Family» 
Prayer, and eat a Breakfaſt with him, who Went 
from her to the publick Worſhip, nnapprehen- 5 
hve Of any Danger. Yea, after two Hours Reſt 


3 
* 
v 


ſhe was chearful, and ſo well as to 
no ſooner ſat in her Chair, than (he received 
4. tbe Stroke, by which in five hours ſhe was takem Bi 
FR" away ;. taken froma Worldof Sin, Imperfett, | 
on and: Sorrow too, however ſweeten d by 
„ind and tender Relations. O happy Sabbath ? 
bee ab e be.rid of all that's grievous, butt 
« be receiv'd Into the Aſſembly of. the Sou 4. 
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ber Duty, and the wort of. her Condition. 1% 8 
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| 1 15 e te "fear 10 bodily 5 4 ; ak; one P ang of the | 
Þ# jg 7 SI > our of C dſciene 5 is more intollerable than all 
1 4 | the Bento of Chila-bearing.” \. x e 

1 4 1 A behievinge Soul aQin# ay under the 
_ ths wer of liefe, may cheartully converſe wit!, 
Death, add bear its duden Arreſts in Peace; for 
"Faith 15 beſt evidenCd' by wiver Obedience, 
4155 Hope is leaſt likely to diſappoint, when 
All chat Cem to' make irtofpicious is 1, mp avtially 
HKumin d; and none will. be 10 watchful, ro a- 
13 ond all that diſtacbs our. Inward Peace which 
Mpreſutnpruobs Sa will ds) as they who fear 
'of Conſcience above the foreſt Pains. 
| ch a G0 can hardly. Je bribed or affrighted tao 
ante 8 8 Qur. er 20 of an Ford 
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e fo all of you; A vain Mind, 150 
1 banicicegce, preſumptuous Hopes, and the Al- 
ade of your ſelves in any willful Omiffions 
9 ace, will fill you with Horror in 4 4 
| VY ö 7 Koat, 5 ONE vou 18 fo harden d by Rial 
'thar nothing ſhort of Fiel can force you tg 
. n "Rc 1 have due regard to TG) 
1 ns. {Gence, that Peace of God which paſſeth all C 
"WW 7 N [ball my _ Hearts au Mt thro, 
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